
BEDALE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
 MINUTES



[bookmark: _Hlk85096842]

DATE:	Monday 9th March 2026
TIME:	7.00pm
LOCATION:	Drawing Room, Bedale Hall
PRESENT:	Cllrs Christine Mollard (Chair), Mike Barningham, Amanda Coates, David Emison, Andy Hallett, Craig Hoyland, David Ingram, Pam Macklewain-Hallett, and Emma Wells
STAFF:	Nick Reed (Clerk), Joanne Thomson (minutes)
IN ATTENDANCE:	One member of the public
	

	25.127
	Declarations of interest in agenda items 
Cllr Barningham declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 25.136.


	25.128
	Apologies 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Dawn Culver.


	25.129
	Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 9th February 2026
The Council RESOLVED to approve these as a true record of the meeting, and they were signed as such by the Chair. 


	25.130
25.1301


25.1302
	Updates from minutes (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
Bedale Town Investment Plan – The Council heard that three drop-in events have now taken place, and that the Clerk is meeting Bedale High School’s Student Leadership Council on the subject. The closing date for survey responses is 31st March.
Christmas – Christmas events led by the Town Council will take place from Friday 27th – Sunday 29th November, with late night shopping and entertainment on the Friday, indoor events on the Saturday including but not limited to a craft market and Santa’s Grotto with venues including Bedale Hall, St Gregory’s Church, Chantry Hall, and possibly the Methodist Chapel and Riverside Club. On Sunday a market led by the monthly Sunday market provider will be followed by carols and the Christmas light switch on at 4.30pm.
It was noted that the Christmas Working Group will meet at 6.30pm on 24th March, and thereafter at 6pm on Town Council evenings, ahead of the full Council meeting.


	25.131
25.1311

25.1312




	Reports of recent activity
Reports of relevant activity from meetings attended by Councillors 
There were no relevant matters to report.
Report from North Yorkshire Council representative 
NYC Cllr David Webster reported that the Council budget for 2026/27 has been set, with £17m taken from reserves and a Council tax increase of 4.99%. In other news, a report on local schools showed a drop in numbers of about 10%, and Cllr Webster reinforced the information noted above about the Bedale Town Investment Plan consultation.


	25.132
	Financial statement and approvals for payment
The Council noted the financial statement and RESOLVED to approve the following payments: staff salaries and PAYE; Morgan’s (£1,900, grounds maintenance including annual hedge work, Beckside path clearance, and planting); Streetscape Ltd £480+VAT (service and parts for adult fitness equipment); and Bedale Hall CIO £162.07 (electricity for office and meeting room hire)
Credit card payments were noted and approved of: £183 to LexisNexis (Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration book, replacing cancelled cheque no 105881); and £155.68+VAT (Viking Direct, stationery).
Receipts were noted of £165 (Market stall rents), £600 (car boot sale fees), and £1,100 (NYC members discretionary grant).
The cash book balance after these transactions was noted as being £34,840.28
                                              

	25.133

	Planning Matters 
Regarding ZB26/00125/FUL and 00126/LBC, for planning and listed building consent for conversion and change of use from offices to residential apartments at 35 North End, the Council RESOLVED that it supports this application under its longstanding policy of supporting empty town centre buildings being brought into residential use.
Regarding ZB26/00129/LBC, listed building consent for one current and two retrospective window replacements at 2 Albert Row, the Council RESOLVED that it supports this application is the proposed windows are wooden, but objects to it if they are wood-effect PVC (it was unclear from the paperwork).
Regarding ZB26/00203/FUL, for new vehicular access, construction of a car port, and construction of a boundary fence at School Bungalow, Firby Road, the Council RESOLVED that it has no objection to the application, but wished to make a note concerning possibly inappropriate parking across the road which may make entry to the new access difficult.
The Council NOTED the granting of ZB26/00028/CAT, felling of a sycamore tree within a conservation area at 18 North End, and ZB26/00052/CAT, felling of a eucalyptus tree impacting garden wall at 16 Wycar.


	 25.134
	Bedale Scouts and Guides
The Council considered the request circulated for a grant to Bedale Scouts and Guides to help match fund their current programme of building works, and RESOLVED to make a grant of £500 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 towards these works.


	 25.135
	Biodiversity policy
The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Biodiversity Policy as circulated, noting its requirement to have such a policy under the Environment Act 2021.


	 25.136
	Bedale Hall
The Council NOTED that, per a recent meeting, North Yorkshire Council still considers this Council and Aiskew and Leeming Bar Parish Council to be the lessees of the Bedale Hall building rather than Bedale Hall CIO, considering a decision made by the former Hambleton District Council in 2022 to assign the lease to the CIO not to have been enacted and/or not to have been valid even if it were enacted. The Clerk and Chair are discussing how best to progress this with their colleagues at ALBPC and with the Board of Bedale Hall CIO, noting that the CIO, if given a suitable lease, would be better placed to raise the necessary money to complete the current capital works needed than either the Town, Parish, or County Council. This will be a standing agenda item until resolved.


	 25.137
	Annual Parish Meeting
The Council RESOLVED that this meeting should take place on Tuesday 2nd June, noting that Bedale Museum has offered to make a presentation about their reopening, and that two parishioners would be receiving awards to mark 50 years as qualified football referees. A nominee was suggested for the Bedale Community Award. 


	26.138
	Correspondence (background papers provided)





The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.00 pm.


SIGNED: 					 (Chair)



DATE:		
BEDALE TOWN COUNCIL
Bedale Hall North End Bedale North Yorkshire DL8 1AA
t: 01677 427949
e: clerk@bedale-tc.gov.uk
w: www.bedale-tc.gov.uk
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